
 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015 11:00 a.m. 
Boardroom, Administration Office Building 

 
Present:   P. Bowslaugh (Chair), M. Sefton, K. Sumner, D. Michaels, 

Superintendent. 
Regrets: G. Buri (Alternate) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Divisional Futures & Community Relations Committee Meeting was called to order at 11:01 a.m. by 
Chair Pat Bowslaugh. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Trustee Bowslaugh added one item to the agenda. 
 

The agenda was approved as amended. 
 
 

3. PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY 
 

The Minutes of February 3, 2015 were received as information. 
 
The upcoming visit to Spring Valley School was also discussed and confirmed. 
 
At the previous meeting, the school visits were discussed and it was decided that the Committee would meet 
at St. Augustine School on Friday, February 20, 2015 to have lunch with some of the students. The 
Committee was later advised by the school that there was an away from school event planned for the grades 
7 & 8 students on this day. The date of Tuesday, March 24, 2015 was then chosen for the Committee’s visit 
to St. Augustine School. B. Sangster will contact Chris Czarnecki, Principal, St. Augustine School, to 
schedule this lunch. 
 

 

4. COMMITTEE GOVERNANCE GOAL ITEMS 

 

a) Meeting with Assiniboine Community College re: Programming Partnerships 
 
The funding announcement from the Minister of Education on March 3, 2015 was discussed.  
 
Trustee Bowslaugh asked about the Aboriginal students in the Comprehensive Health Care Aide program at 
Crocus Plains Regional Secondary School. Dr. Michaels responded that the class is about ½ Aboriginal 
students. 
 
A meeting with ACC was suggested, with President Mark Frison or other representatives from the College 
(School Deans or Chairs).  Dr. Michaels and Ms. Sangster will schedule a meeting date. 
 
Trustee Bowslaugh noted that Dr. Fearon, President of BU, was very verbal at the last Brandon Urban 
Aboriginal People’s Council meeting and he indicated that he would like to meet with the Division. Dr. 
Michaels stated that work is currently ongoing between the Division and Dr. Fearon and his group.  There 
will be a report in an upcoming Board agenda. 
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5. OTHER COMMITTEE GOVERNANCE MATTERS 

 

a) BSD – City Joint Task Force Ad-Hoc Committee Meeting- March 3, 2015  
 

Trustee Bowslaugh reviewed the agenda items for this upcoming meeting:  

 Playgrounds 

 Shared Facilities 

 New housing  in the Green Acres area and the impact on Green Acres School 

 Aboriginal work being done in the Division 

 Land in terms of low income housing and Division land 

 School policing 

 Maryland Community Gardens 

 Dates and times to be set for future meetings 
 

b) Letter from the Canadian Parents for French 
 
The Committee received a letter from the Canadian Parents for French – Brandon Chapter, thanking the 
Committee for meeting with them on January 27, 2015. Some of the points in the letter are as follows: 

 Enrolment caps and French immersion population growth; 

 They are working at advocating, communicating, building community partnerships, and 
collaborating on extending the offerings available to French Immersion students through high 
school; 

 “What is your plan to address the growing French Immersion demands at the high school level” 
and “How can we be included in the planning and development of those solutions?”; 

 They agree with the suggestion that Parent Councils should lobby the Province for a new 
school, but are unsure how building a K-8 English school bears on French Immersion 
programming at École Neelin High School; 

 Difficulties in staffing French Immersion Programming and creative solutions to address this; 

 The possibility of working with the French Language Staff Liaison. 

 

c) Miscellaneous topics discussed: 

 Special Needs funding – meeting with the Minister of Education 

 Communications from parents regarding the school startup date for fall 2015 
 

  

6. OPERATIONS INFORMATION 
 

NIL 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 
              

P. Bowslaugh, Chair     M. Sefton 
 
              

K. Sumner       G. Buri (Alternate) 
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